
132

The Near Future 
Laboratory (Nicolas 
Nova, Julian 
Bleecker, Fabien 
Girardin and Nick 
Foster)

Drawings by 
Anne-Gaëlle Amiot

New Idioms 
for 
Sci-Fi 
Producers

1 aerial P2P n. Geolocation-enabled drones that broadcast their own wireless 
network as an easy-to-access telecommunications service in developing countries, 
or as a flying pirate file-sharing infrastructure. 1. He’s trying to get the UN to fund his 
aerial P2P scheme to save the world. 2. Where did I get my torrent files? Dude, I used the 
aerial P2P network. 3. Dozens of new P2P quadcopters sprang up after the Union Square 
drone was shut down by the RIAA.

2 Algorithm Liberation Front (ALF) proper n. A radical insurgent group strongly 

affiliated with the Occupy movement, Darknet, Anonymous, the Libertarian 
Cloud Consortium, WikiLeaks and other radical computational and cryptic 
political organizations. The group identifies what they refer to as “incarcerated” or 
“imprisoned” knowledge in the form of proprietary algorithms, code, processes, 
protocols, instances and snapshots held by institutions that privilege property over 
prosperity. The ALF ranks the “enslaved algorithms” according to certain metrics 
and then begins covert liberation actions with the aim of turning them free and 
open-source.

3 appcessory madness n. The increasing and pervasive presence of appcessories: 
mobile applications that activate accessories in the physical world using wireless 
communications (typically Wi-Fi or Bluetooth). What’s next in the appcessory 
madness? We have toy helicopters and light bulbs, are we gonna have networked toilets?

4 beta-knowledge n. The accumulation of temporary facts, ideas and skills 
through observation and experimentation. The “beta” prefix signals the unfinished 
character of this material, which is made available to others prior to having been 
finalized. This notion derives from Open Source/Open Knowledge movements 
that defend a “work in progress” ethic of discovery. 1. Did you see this white report? 
It was totally beta-knowledge. 2. Do you think that they’re gonna release it? Nah, it’s only 
beta-knowledge.

Anyone with an urgent need of futuristic 
concepts can pick up one of the terms 
below and place it into his or her story, ad, 
future scenario or business plan. 

Relevant for producers, writers, production 
designers, directors as well as consultants, 
trend analysts, journalists, ad agencies and 
researchers interested in “the Future.”

Published in organs Everywhere, 2016, 
5, pp.132-139, which should be cited 
to refer to this work. 
https://organseverywhere.com/pdf/
OE_5_Ghostly.pdf
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5 bluetopianism n. The tendency to interact with other human beings in close 
proximity without eye contact or verbal exchanges. Inspired by the frequent use of 
Bluetooth in Middle Eastern shopping malls to communicate with strangers without 
attracting attention or seeming impolite. Also employed by fans of Bluetooth-
enabled networks who use this technology to share media content.
1. I went to UAE last summer; their shopping mall’s a crazy bluetopia... 2. Stop your
bluetopianism right here Basim, you have to talk to her! 3. There’s so much content
circulation and meme in my Bluetopia.

6 code turgidity n. Computer code that 

is overblown, excessively complex, or 
pompous in style or syntax. Man, that is 
turgid code! You don’t wanna send that to 
the client!

7 contracloudian adj. A contracloudian is someone who abstains from utilizing cloud 
computing platforms or large, non eco-friendly data storage services. The practice 
may also include abstention from services that are by-products of cloud platform 
usage such as search engines or e-commerce websites, many of which operate 
under the scrutiny of the U.S. government’s law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies. Contracloudianism may be adopted for a variety of reasons, which range 
from political convictions and environmental principles to health concerns related to 
infobesity. Greenpeace launched a global campaign to promote a contracloudian lifestyle.

8 data enlargement services n. Operationalizing big data services requires 
accumulating ever larger data sets. Data Enlargement Services comprise the 
collection and implementation of techniques, strategies, instruments, devices 
and protocols necessary to make relatively small data much bigger and broader. 
Legitimate uses include encapsulating plain old objects in more robust data types, 
sorting, federating, adding algorithms, replicating, rejuvenating and re-hashing. 
Often used by unscrupulous service providers, data bankers and analyticians to 
make an entity such as a corporation appear to know more than it does or own 
more user accounts than it does, with the aim of receiving larger bids for data-driven 
takeovers, et cetera.

9 digital ninja dust n. Easy-to-throw 
and surface-level technical terms and 
technologies used to pretend you are an 

expert and impress the uninitiated.

10 electric weed n. The combination of an e-cigarette and marijuana. The dried 
leaves and flowering tops of the pistillate hemp plant that yield THC are turned 
into a liquid one can fill in the recipient of a battery-powered vaping device. An 
alternative to bongs, water pipes and other smoking apparatuses. 1. I’m on electric 
weed these days, not the usual technofogger. 2. For electric weed, I tend to prefer the 7.5 
volt devices.
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11 email apnea n. A temporary cessation 
of breathing before checking one’s email 
or social networking site. Her MD said 
she suffers from email apnea.

12 encoded ballistics n. A technology that facilitates the encoding of a unique series 
of digits onto a bullet at the moment it is fired, thus aiding in identifying the shooter. 
I bet they found her because of this encoded ballistics ID thing.

13 epizoic media n. A new type of media inspired by nonparasitic animals or plants 
that live on the external surface of a living animal. Examples include human-plant 
gaming, Pong-like interactions with an electric fish (Florent Deloison), and insects 
hooked up to a computer and capable of disrupting video data (Angelo Vermeulen). 
Epizoic media is the hip term for playing video games with tiny animals.

14 farm on wheel n. A new form of data 
center that is mobile. The farm on wheel 
unit can be used either temporarily or 

permanently, for instance when building 
a data center is not financially feasible 
or practical. It is flexible in both location 
and applicability, highly secured and fully 
set up to maximize the virtualization of 
servers and workplaces. This innovative 
solution is ideal for remote sites and 
extreme conditions. Also known as 
Mobile Platform as a Service (MPaaS). 
Does your organization need a flexible, 
versatile and reliable IT infrastructure? We 
can provide you with a farm on wheel.

15 fauxtography n. The act of 

photographing a printed picture and 

uploading the resulting image on social 
networking sites. 1. His Facebook profile 
is fake, it’s just fauxphotography from 
magazines. 2. Jay posts always pictures 
of his crazy travels, it’s annoying. I need to 
brush up on my fauxphotography skills.

16 fewtopia n. A design methodology that looks to create an idyllic setting for 
a small number of chosen individuals. Often used pejoratively. 1. The downfall of 
western civilization runs in parallel to an increase in fewtopianism. 2. The gentlemen’s club 
on Regent Street is a prime example of fewtopia.

17 funfaircomp n. An advanced 

computing concept where user 
interfaces are designed based on 

travelling funfair objects.

18 hardcloud v. To transfer data from 

traditional cloud storage services to “old 
fashioned” visible data storage devices. 
1. We are taking everything off our amazon 
service and hardclouding it locally. 2. If you 
are concerned with personal privacy, please 
consider hardclouding your data.

19 information parkour n. A way of jumping from one URL to another as quickly 
and as efficiently as possible by means of clicking on semi-random links, using 
recommendation engines, twitter bots and other such things. I did information parkour 
in Jamie’s house yesterday. It was fun until I ran across dinosaur erotica websites.

20 ingestibles n. Wearable computing so tiny that it can be embedded into a pill, 
which the user can easily swallow. Once inside the body, the device collects and 
records data, which is subsequently uploaded to the user’s phone. 1. She’s being 
treated with ingestibles; It helps to detect if she’s stable. 2. This pillcam is what you’d call 
an ingestible.
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21 like bomb n. The act of overwhelming an individual by suddenly liking all of their 
online content; Surgically liking specific content as a means of disrupting a brand’s 
real-time analytics analysis; Toggling between “like” and “unlike” commands so as 
to confuse algorithms (often referred to as a “flash bang”); Overwhelming a social 
software service by initiating a tremendous number of “like” requests; et cetera. Like 
bombing effectively uses the currency of modern social formations—“likes,” “favs,” 
et cetera—in a way that undermines their efficacy. The term has a predominantly 
negative connotation, partly due to the case of a young woman who committed 
suicide after her video sharing service account received the highest number of 
likes ever recorded in a single day. Whilst she celebrated with her friends, the 
occurrence was revealed to be an errant like bomb from a media hacking group that 
had misidentified the account. Distraught, the woman left her friends and was later 
found to have hanged herself.

23 mavatar n. Short for “meat avatar,” 
that is a picture of a person’s face, as 
opposed to an iconic representation in a 
virtual reality/Internet setting. No avatar 
pics please, mavatars only!

24 nose network n. A network of microsensors used for detecting the presence 
of target gases. Nodes are placed at various applicable locations within an urban 
environment, and the collected odor data is wirelessly transmitted to a computer 
server, where it is processed and analyzed by algorithms. A nose network system 
enables more effective odor management capabilities and a more efficient operation 
of odor control practices by providing consistent and comprehensive real-time data 
about an environment and its olfactive profile. He had to design a series of SnO2-CuO 
and SnO2-Pt sensing films for his nose network.

25 old aesthetic n. A term used to 

describe a design and manufacturing 

approach that fetishizes hand crafted, 
historical techniques. This artisanal iPad 
case is hand crafted from a single piece 
of ox leather in our nineteenth century 
saddlery. It features over 96,000 manual 
perforations to create an heirloom pattern 
discovered in workwear found at the site 
of a disused goldmine in the hills outside 
Sacramento, California.

26 smellovision v. The tendency to add smell capability to new devices (in cinema, 
TV, internet, or networked objects). The verb comes from the name of a system that 
released odor during the projection of the film Scent of Mystery (1960) so that the 
viewer could “smell” what was happening in the movie. 1. Josh, there’s no way you just 
smellovision the smartwatch project 2. Every ten years someone wants to smellovision a 
new gizmo.

27 smokables n. Smoking devices and accessories incorporating advanced electronic 
technologies, like e-cigarettes and vaping devices/mods. Smokables are the cigarette 
equivalent of wearables (clothing and accessories that contain miniature electronic 
devices).

28 web concierge n. A computer 

program or “bot” that assists web 
users in solving their frustrations with 
system glitches, incoherent information 
or infobesity-related disorders. Just 
before her session expired, I expressed 
my gratitude to Nancy, my web host 
webconcierge, who helped me solve a glitch 
in the DNS.

29 wisebot® n. (trademarked service) 
A pretentious twitter bot that 
automatically responds with a clever 
answer to anything you tweet at it. 
The good thing about Wisebot® is that 
you can’t cause any real harm to it when it 
invariably irks you.

30 ziploc computing n. The practice of 
protecting one’s computer, phone or 
tablet by means of a small plastic bag 
generally used for food or drug storage. 
Commonly used by manic people who 
fear that sand, dust or dirt may affect 
their technological gizmos. He’s a ziploc 
computing type of guy, you know, the sort 
that brings his kindle to the beach and cries 
if the USB connector touches the sand.

22 lovotics n. The science of human-to-
robot relationships, with a specific focus 
on giving machines an affection system 
similar to that of the human being. 
Lovotical robots afford a wide range of 
uses, from interpersonal communication 
to mediated intimacy and sex. 1. He’s in 
the lovotics business now. 2. A: She’s into 
lovotics. B: Say wha? A: She bought this 
device to transmit a kiss over a distance. 
B: Uh.
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